
 

Key Vocabulary for Art and Design 2024 - 2025 
 

Key Stage 1 Explore & Draw: 
Explore, Collect, ReSee, Imagine, 
Curious,  
 
Present, Re-present, arrange, 
composition 
 
Photograph, Focus, Light, Shade, 
Colour, Pattern 
 
Observational Drawing, Close study, 
Draw slowly, Intention,  
 
Pressure, Line, Mark, Page 
 
Sense of Touch 
 
Wax resist, Graphite, Watercolour, 
Brusho, Pencil, 
 
Mark making, Line, Tone, Shape, 
 
Reflect, Present, Share, Discuss, 
Feedback 

Expressive Painting:  
Gesture, Gestural, Mark making, Loose, Evocative, 
Emotion,  
 
Intention, Exploration, Reaction, Response 
 
Personal, Imagination,  
 
Energy, Impression, Colour, Life, Shape, Form, Texture, 
Line 
 
Primary Colours (Red, Yellow, Blue), Secondary Colours 
(Green, Purple, Orange), Tints, Hues,  
 
Medium, Surface, Texture, Impasto 
 
Brush, Mark making Tools, Palette Knife, Home-Made 
Tools,  
 
Abstract, Explore, Invent, Discover, Reflect, 
 
Focus, Detail, Dissect, Imagine, Intention 
 
Still Life,  
 
Line, Rhythm, Gesture, Mark 
 
Composition, Positive shapes, Negative shapes 
 
Present, Share, Reflect, Discuss, Feedback, 

Stick Transformation: 
Design Through Making, Play, Explore, Experiment,  
 
Fasten, Construct, Respond, Think 
 
Form, Personality, Character, Material, Object, Sculpture 
 
Find, Imagine, Select, Discard, Edit, 
 
Transform, Create 
 
Line, Shape, Form, Angle, Scale, Structure, Balance, 
Sculpture, Colour, materials, Texture 
 
Test, Explore, Add, 
 
Present, Share, Reflect, Respond, Feedback 
 
Photograph, Film, Document, Lighting, Focus, Angle, 
Composition, Record 

 

Lower Key 
Stage 2  

Gestural Drawings with Charcoal: 
Charcoal, Gestural, Loose, Expressive, Wrist, Elbow, Shoulder, Body. 
 
Mark Making, Sweeping, Fast, Slow, Gentle, Energetic.  
 
Chiaroscuro, Tone, Tonal Values, Dark, Light, Midtone, Squint. 
 
Hands, Handprints, Tools, Positive & Negative Shapes, Silhouette, 
 

Working with Shape & Colour: 
“Show Me What You See”, Response, Sketch, Note, Line, Shape, Capture, Share 
 
Cut, Direct, Try, Explore, Test, 
 
Colour, Shape, Elements, Composition, Arrange 
 
Negative, Positive, Shape 
 



Drama, Lighting, Shadow, Atmosphere, Narrative 
 
Body, Movement, Repetitive, Motion, Echo, Memory, Mark, Trace, 
Dance,  
 
Photograph, Film, Composition, Focus, Lighting 
Present, Share, Reflect, Respond, Feedback  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photograph, Composition, Lighting, Focus, 
 
Present, Share, Reflect, Respond, Feedback  

Upper Key 
Stage 2 

2D Drawing to 3D Making: 
2D Drawing 
 
3D Object 
 
Packaging 
 
Negative space 
 
Grid method 
 
Scaling up 
 
Net, Typography, Graphic Design 
Collage 
 
Structure 
 
Balance  
 
Present, Share, Reflect, Respond, Articulate, Feedback, Crit, 
Similarities, Differences, 

Exploring Identity: 
Identity, Layer, Constructed, 
 
Portraiture 
 
Layering 
 
Digital Art, Physical  
 
Present, Share, Reflect, Respond, Articulate, Feedback, Crit, Similarities, Differences, 

 

 


